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Close Reading Lessons Kindergarten

	September
	

	October
	The following are videos and a piece of text to use for Close Reading.   This is GREAT PLC work!

Video:  How to do a Close Reading – Teach Like This (4:12) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_hhMeE7Osw

Video:  Close Reading - Vocab Focus – (13:53) - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgQYvj2U4Kw

Kindergarten text from LEAD21 Practice Companion – The Parade page 48


	November
	Here is a video of a teacher’s strategy for close reading. She uses a fiction text. The video is a little over 7 minutes long and would be great to watch as a PLC.
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/video/close-think-deeply-creating-30976.html

Attached is the article A Letter to Grandpa to use for close reading that connects to Unit 3 in LEAD21.




	December
	The following is a video of Grappling with Complex Fiction Through Close Reading:
http://vimeo.com/58540086  (6:40)  
(Just a reminder viewing and discussing the video is great to use in a PLC.)

Close Reading text to accompany LEAD21 unit 4:
K – a poem Wind




	January
	Attached is a Power Point with questions for you to use when you are teaching a fiction close reading lesson.  The questions are appropriate for your grade level and come from the standards.



	February
	Attached is a close reading and questions to go with each read.  It goes with the book the Snowy Day by Erza Keats.  Included is a typed copy of the words to the book if you want that for your students.  Unit 5 is about celebrations and we would think that a snow day would definitely be a celebration for Kindergarteners.


         


	March
	

	April
	

	May 
	




A Letter to Grandpa.pdf
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Dear Grandpa,


I have big news! Today I graduated from


little fish swim class. At first, I didn’t like


to put my face in the water. Then I learned


how to blow bubbles and put my head


under water. Now I love to jump in! I can


float on my back and my belly. I can do


the crawl stroke, too!


Next week, I will start the little dolphin class.


I will learn the backstroke


and breast stroke. Maybe


I will even learn to dive.


Love,


Maria


P.S. Mom took this


picture of me.
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    Wind









(Sing to the tune “The Farmer in the Dell”)

Wind can help us out,

in many many ways.

It can help to cool us off

on hot and humid days.

It also helps move seeds

And takes them all around.

This way plants have space to grow

All over the ground.

But wind can also harm,

All things in the way.

It can blow down trees and things,

[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRgpKeK8MeQVTBj14fOhOWGJw6W0LXuPr4mMH2fRZMtzv6lYDNCfg]On a stormy day.
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K Close Reading Fiction.pptx
Close Reading

Kindergarten

Fiction





1st Read

Retell the story:

Who is the characters in the story?

What is the setting?

What are the major events (what happened)?





2nd Read

Circle the words or ask questions about words you don’t know.





3rd Read

Who is telling the story?

How do the illustrations help us with the story?
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Close Reading
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THE SNOWY DAY  by Ezra Jack Keats

One winter morning Peter woke up

And looked out the window.  Snow

had fallen during the night.  It covered everything as far as he could see.



After breakfast he put on his snowsuit and ran

Outside.  The snow was piled up very high

Along the street to make a path for walking.



Crunch, crunch crunch, his feet sank into the 

Snow.  He walked with his toes pointing out, like this: [image: ]

He walked with his toes pointing in, like this.

[image: ]

Then he dragged his feet s-l-o-w-l-y to make tracks:



And he found something sticking out

Of the snow that made a new track



It was a stick – a stick that was just right for 

Smacking a snow-covered tree.



Down fell the snow—

plop!

· on top of Peter’s head.



He thought it would be fun to join the big boys in their snowball fight, but he knew he wasn’t old enough – not yet.



So he made a smiling snowman,

and he made angels.



He pretended 

he was a mountain-climber.

He climbed up

a great big tall

heaping mountain of snow-

and slid all the way down.



He picked up a handful of snow – and another,

and still another.  He packed it round and firm and put the snowball in his pocket for tomorrow.  Then he went into his warm house.



He told his mother all about his adventures

while she took off his wet socks.

And he thought and thought

and thought about them.



Before he got into bed he looked in his pocket.

His pocket was empty.  The snowball wasn’t there.  He felt very sad.



While he slept, he dreamed that the sun

Had melted all the snow away.



But when he woke up his dream was gone.

The snow was still everywhere.

New snow was falling!



After breakfast he called to his friend from across the hall, and they went out together into

The deep, deep snow.
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Snowy Day Lesson - K.pdf


Close Reading Questions 


Text:      The Snowy Day       Grade Level: K 


Main idea of text: A little boy wakes up and looks out his window to find snow. He spends his day playing in 


the snow. 


Standard(s) 
 
R.L. K.1 
 
R.L. K.1/K.3 
 
 
 
R.L. K.1 
 
R.L. K.1 
 
 
 
 
R.L. K.2/ 
R.L. K.3 


First reading questions, using Key Ideas and Details section of reading standards: 
 
Q.1: What did Peter see when he woke up and looked out his window? 
 
Q.2: Re-read the last page. Make an inference about where Peter lives. Use your schema and 
evidence from the text to make your inference. (He called his friend from across the 
hall…Apartment) 
 
Q.3: Why couldn’t Peter join the snowball fight? What did he choose to do instead? 
 
Q.4: What do you infer happened to the snowball? Remember to use your schema and evidence 
from the text to make your inference. (…he put the snowball in his pocket …then went into his 
warm house. The picture of him holding his coat shows a big wet spot at the bottom of his 
pocket.) 
 
Q.5: As Peter sat in the bath the words tell us that he thought about his adventures of the day. 
What were his adventures that day? Can you recall/retell them in order? (Record their answers 
using transition words, first, next, then, last…) 


Standard(s) 
 


Second reading questions, using Craft and Structure section of reading standards: 
 







R.L. K.4 
 
 
 
R.L. 1.4 


Q.1: Turn to the mountain page. Re-read the page and look at the picture. What does the word 
“heaping” mean. (Possible answer, “I think it means pile because snow was piled on top of snow 
to make the tall mountain that he could slide down.)  
 
Q.2: Re-read the last page. Why do you think the author, Jack Keats, repeated the word “deep” 
twice? (“When he woke up his dream was gone. The snow was still everywhere. New snow was 
falling.”) 


Standard(s) 
 
R.L. K.7 
 
 
 
R.L. K.9 


Third reading questions, using Integration of Knowledge and Ideas section of reading standards: 
 
Q.1: Turn to the page where Peter is dragging his feet through the snow. Why did the illustrator 
draw two lines on one page and 3 lines on the next? What did the author write in the story that 
made 3 lines necessary in the illustration? 
 
Q.2: Think back to our poem “It Fell in the City.” Did Peter see some of the same things that “all 
turned white” in the poem? Did he see anything different from the poem that “all turned white?” 
(Make a T chart-record same and different answers.) 


Standard(s) 
 
R.L. K.2 
 
 
W.K.3 


Writing in response to the text: 
 
Use the pictures provided to sequence the main events in the story. Retell the event below each 
picture.  
 
What part of the story did you like the best? Why did you pick that to be your favorite part? 
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